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Abstract

Stoicism and Cosmopolitanism

Kang Seong—Ryool

(Professor, Ethical Education, Gwangju National University of Education)

Considering various risks that the human race faces with, it raises a question
on whether the human race can enjoy the permanent peace on Earth. In order
to resolve such crisis and step forward to the better future, mutual
understanding and contribution of all human beings, transcending the boundaries
of nations and races, are essential. Therefore, it might be important to take a
closer look into the background for formation of the concept and basic
philosophy of humanity and how it has been reflected on today’s laws. The
reason that Stoicism could be accommodated in Rome was due to the free and
open mind of the Romans. However, the idea that all human beings should
have humanity beyond the boundaries of nations and races was already emerged
by the ancient Cynicism, before Stoicism. The Cynics believed that the nation
should not be something universal, not bounded by any specific boundary. For
the Cynics, including Diogenes, wise men are global citizens with no strings
attached to political communities. Just like the Cynics, the Stoics established the
idea of human unity that transcends traditional and conventional discriminations
such as family, social status, or nationality. The Stoics claim, “Reasoning is the
basic human nature, so living according to reason is virtue and virtue is
sufficient for happiness.” For the Stoics, their philosophies found root in nature,
world, and universe rather than humans and societies. Crucifoss defined Virtue

is to help others’. Panaetius rejected the ideal of apathy and emphasized more
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positive virtues such as mercy, condolence, and generosity. Especially, the
latter-day  Stoics consistently stressed the importance of moral and political
obligations of human beings, to serve and help others. Roman law was equally
applied to slaves and free men, Greeks and barbarians, and the rich and the
poor, and Stoicism was lied on its foundation. Above all, Stoicism arose the
idea of natural law in Roman law. Natural law forms positive law, and it refers
to eternal law that must be universally maintained regardless of age or nation,
such as basic human rights, freedom, equality, and right to life. The concepts
that are indispensable in natural law are human dignity and human rights.
Dignity has emerged as an actual provision through the United States
Declaration of Independence in 1776 and the French Revolution of 1789. The
spirit of human dignity began to be legislated after the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights at the United Nations General Assembly after World War II,
due to an increase in the interest and commitment of the international
community to the protection of human rights. Territorial disputes, religious
conflicts, xenophobia and discrimination, and refugee issues can be largely
resolved with the spirit of Cosmopolitanism. Now, Cosmopolitanism should be a
goal of the human race that must be achieved. In the constitution of Korea, it
is fully recognized that foreigners also are the persons having the same rights as
the citizens of Korea. Therefore, discrimination of any kind must be prohibited

and the basic rights of humans must not be violated in any case.

Key words : Cynicism, Stoicism, Cosmopolitanism, Humanity, Natural Law

=344 : 2019. 10. 14
AAEA Y 2019, 11 25
AAEA A : 2019. 12. 25

60 ZHOIHBSAT 14(2)



