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Abstract

Trends and Tasks of Edcation for

International Understanding in China

Jiang, Yingmin
(Professor, Institute of International and Comparative Education (IICE)

Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University)

Kim, Dawon

(Associate Professor, Gwangju National University of Education)

This study examines the paradigm shift process of China's education for
international understanding(EIU), which has been developed in the context of
economic reform and open policy, and analyzes the theories, policies, and
implementation status and presents future tasks to be solved. In the early stages of
the development of EIU in China, with the advancement of economic reform and
open policy in the 1980s, the introduction of the idea of UNESCO was central.
However, with the development of the market economy system in the 21Ist century,
it has been transformed into education focused on improving international
competitiveness. In recent years, it has become an educational field that cultivates
core competencies and has raised ‘A Human Community with A Shared Future’ as
a goal of education. In this development process, EIU was rapidly expanded around
primary and secondary schools across the country. The policy basis was ‘Outline of
National ~ Medium-and  Long-Term  Program  for  Education Reform  and
Development(2010 ~ 2020)’ to propose the educational policy direction for the next

decade by Chinese State Council and ‘Core Competencies and Values for Chinese
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Students’ Development’, which was entrusted to universities in 2016 by the
Ministry of Education. So, the local education office also requested primary and
secondary schools to carry out EIU as a local education course, and presented
specific educational goals and contents system. As a result of these policies, EIU is
being carried out in various forms such as national curriculum, local curriculum,
school curriculum, school activities, and international education exchange. This study
concluded the following characteristics of EIU in China through analyzing theoretical
research and review, central and local education policies, and the actual situation in
primary and secondary school. First, it started with the national opening policy to
foreign countries rather than the influence of the UNESCO education, and it has
complex tasks such as the succession of UNESCO education, improvement of
international competitiveness of students, and cultivation of domestic and overseas
problem solving abilities. Second, theoretical research, national education policy, and
school education field are relatively separated and the systematic education effect of
EIU has not been raised. Third, there is still a remarkable regional difference in
EIU. Based on these characteristics, this study suggested consolidating theoretical
system of EIU in China, combining with UNESCO's education such as UNESCO

2030, and overcoming regional difference.

Key words : Chinese Education for International Understanding(EIU), EIU Policy, Core
competence, A Human Community with A Shared Future, UNESCO Education
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