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Abstract
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Based on the view that the unification education is a basic preparatory
step for post-unification integration of education between South and North
Korea, this study explores how intercultural perspective can become
generalized and utilized in the educational context. The result of the study
confirms that, in order for unification education to overcome its abstract
anticipation and become a stepping stone for integrated education, it is
necessary to adopt intercultural perspective through which an active
understanding of North Korean education and escapee students becomes
possible. This suggests that the current school culture and education system
in South Korea need to be viewed from an intercultural perspective as well.
The major implications from the research can be summed up in three

categories as follows: First, for intercultural unification education as



preparatory measure for post-unification to become possible, teachers need
to avoid approaching unification issues from political and ideological
perspectives. At the same time, there need to be continuous and
constructive discussions among teachers on the direction and contents of
unification education. Second, if the teachers do not respect the experiences
of North Korean escapee students and box them into a category while
adhering to existing methods of teaching and learning, their diversity and
experiences as learners can be overlooked. Unless the school culture that
retains a binary division between regular students and North Korean
escapee students is changed, practicing intercultural unification education
will be limited. Third, we need to use as reference the cases of the
research participants who, by adopting intercultural perspectives, have
undergone transformative experiences in the process of approaching the
unification and North Korean issues. In the case of the teachers who
taught North Korean escapee students, they were able to take a fresh
perspective on their students and issues on North Korea by embracing the
intercultural approach that is not influenced by South Korean standards. In
the students' case, the process of deliberation about inter-Korea relationship

through intercultural unification education allowed them to mature.

Key words : unification education, integrated education between South and
North Korea, intercultural education, North Korean education,

North Korean escapee student
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