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Abstract

LGBTQ Preservice Teacher Perspectives

on Gender Representation in High School Textbooks

Jho, Daehoon

(Professor, Dept. of Social Studies Education, Sungshin Women’s University)

The main purpose of this qualitative study was to analyze the
perceptions and  perspectives of four LGBTQ pre-service teachers on
gender-related units of high school textbooks, <Life and Ethics> and
<Society and Culture>, using in-depth interviews. The major findings from
this study are as follows. First, four pre-service teachers saw that the
textbook oversimplifies and abbreviates the gender spectrum, which is a
complex concept, and tends to erase the existence of LGBTQ groups from
the textbooks. Second, the study participants pointed out the tendency of
the LGBTQ concept to be used as a tool for discussion rather than as an
object of human rights advocacy and the relevant problems. Third, it was
argued that the textbook tended to exhibit an individualistic approach
toward the issues of hate and discrimination against LGBTQ people, and
lacked a macro (social structural, institutional or historical) approach to the
causes and solutions of those harmful practices. Fourth, participants
demonstrated the potential for self-censorship and compromise when

addressing gender concepts as a classroom topic, which is associated with
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the climate of homophobia and discrimination against LGBTQ people and
the lack of LGBTQ support and counseling systems in schools. The results
from this study have implications for the actual effect of the null
curricalum phenomenon in local classrooms, the follow-up research on
LGBTQ preservice teachers, and the on-going 2022 revised curriculum

textbook development process.

Key words : Gender, Gender Education, LGBTQ Preservice Teacher, Human rights

Jor LGBTQ, Texthook
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