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Abstract

Exploring Teachers’ Stereotypes on Students

from Multicultural Families

Soon Jung Kwon

Korea University

This study attempts to explore teachers’ stereotypes on multicultural
families which are new social category in South Korea and students
from multicultural families. In doing so, the researcher conducted
interviews with teachers from primary, middle and high school to
collect the data, The data were interpreted based on grounded theory,

Through the data analysis, this study discovered that teachers
realize that multicultural family has poor condition and expect that
this poor condition would influence students’ school lives negatively.
Additionally, teachers form stereotypes through social categorization
process: teachers think that categorize all groups - foreign workers
family, female marriage immigrants family and North Korean refugees’
family - to multicultural family would reduce the prejudice against
them, Also, teachers assumed that rather than categorizing those
students and treat them separately individualizing students would
reduce the prejudice as well.

From these explorations, this study suggest follow-up studies to focus
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on more concrete teachers’ thoughts and understandings on those
students and investigate the impact of teachers’ cognition on students

from multicultural families.

Key words: multicultural family, stereotypes, social categorization, qualitative

research
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