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Introduction

Given its mission, UNESCO has always seen the right of all to
education as the “absolute priority” in its program and budget, The
right to education as set out in Article 26 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights is about more than access to basic education: it has
two additional elements, the purpose of that education and the rights
of parents, The purpose of education is empowerment, the “full
development of the human personality and the strengthening of
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,” Moreover, in
striving to achieve basic education for all, the rights of parents and the
cultures of marginalised groups must be understood and respected
(Power, 2005; UNESCO, 2000),

The Jomtein Declaration of 1990', the 2000 Dakar Framework for

1 In 1990 at the Jomtein Conference in Thailand, more than 157 countries signed in to
EFA goals. The conference was organized by UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP and the
World Bank,
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Action? and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)® symbolize a
collective international commitment to work towards the achievement
of Education for All (EFA) goals and targets, and to ensure that
education systems contribute to the alleviation of poverty, sustainable
development, peace and international understanding,

The focus in this paper is mainly on mapping the extent to which
education systems in the Asia-Pacific region have fared with
achieving the goal of universal primary education (UPE), and
exploring what can to be done to ensure that all children have access
to a quality primary education, By quality primary education, I mean
a primary education which empowers children, equipping them with
the knowledge, skills and confidence to become self-sufficient and to
participate effectively in the community to which they live, and to
begin to develop the knowledge, skills and values needed to resolve
conflicts and understand and respect the other,

While UNESCO has long insisted that alleviating poverty and
building international understanding must be seen as a multi—sectoral
issue, it seems to me that APCEIU can play an important role in

contributing to the effort to break out of the sectorial silos in UNESCO

2 In April 2000, the World Education Forum adopted the document Dakar Framework
for Action. The participants at the forum made a commitment to the achievement of
education for all(EFA) goals for every citizen in every society.

3 In 2002, all 191 UN Member States agreed to eight Millennium Development Goals
aimed at cutting poverty in half by 2015 and ending extreme poverty by 2025,
Achieving UPE by 2015 is one of the key MDGs,
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and its Member States by illuminating the human, ethical, cultural and
social dimensions of the problem achieving UPE, and documenting
the types of policies and strategies that represent best practice in
different social, cultural and political contexts. Hopefully, APCEIU can
also contribute to the analysis, improvement and implementation of
UNESCO’s regional and global efforts to achieve the EFA and

Millennium Development Goals,

Poverty

While the focus of this paper is on UPE, it needs to be understood
that if the ultimate objectives is poverty alleviation and sustainable
development, one cannot ignore the realities of life in the families of
children unable to go to school and the external factors affecting the
extent to which primary schooling can be effective in alleviating
poverty.

Almost all of the families from which children who have never been
to primary school or who drop early are desperately poor, and these
families are concentrated in nations and communities caught in the
“poverty trap.” As Sachs (2005) points out, the key problem is that
when poverty is extreme, the poor (families, communities and
nations) do not have the ability (by themselves) to get out of the trap.,

In rural areas and slums where most families are hungry, disease-
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ridden and desperately poor, child labour often seems to illiterate
parents to be a necessary condition for survival, Thus it has only been
when real incentives are put in place that their children, especially
their daughters, attend school.

One of the reasons for the poverty is a “demographic trap.”
Generally speaking, impoverished families have lots of children, The
reasons are understandable, It is the only form of “insurance” in poor
families when infant mortality is high. But the results can be
disastrous, Families cannot afford to invest in the nutrition, health and
education of each child. Rapid population growth puts enormous
stress on the environment exacerbating poverty. Almost all of the
countries that experienced negative economic growth since the 1980s
are low—income countries with high fertility rates, High population
growth leads to deeper poverty and stunted development, and
deeper poverty contributes to high fertility rates.

It is clear that the key to breaking out of this trap is basic education
for girls and women, Education that empowers girls and women with
the knowledge and skills to more easily make fertility choices (instead
of having these choices made solely by their husbands of family)
makes the difference: it allows them to more easily join the labour
force and/or to contribute to increasing productivity in the village, to
space childbirth, improve health and nutrition so that their children
survive, and thus that they can have fewer children, In turn, countries

that are escaping the poverty trap now have low their fertility rates?
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their girls are in school and most of their women are now literate, and

economic growth now exceeds population growth,

Early childhood care and development

The benefits of quality pre-school and early childhood programs
have been well established and documented by educational
researchers in both developed and developing societies (Arnold,
2004; Arnold et al., 2000; Corey, 2001; Walker, 2005). In developed
countries, students who attend pre-school are found to be less likely
to suffer from such long-term problems as unemployment, welfare
dependency and poverty than those who do not attend preschool
(Corey, 2001). In developing countries, the research demonstrates the
beneficial impact of preschool attendance on the children’s health
and cognitive development; persistence in school, acquisition of
social capital and reduction in gender disparities (Arnold et al,, 2000),
The research on the benefits of quality preschool educational
experiences has been found to be particularly positive for students
from marginalized backgrounds (Arnold, 2004),

While educational and social policies regarding the care for young
children remain varied and inconsistent across nations, progress is being
made towards the goal of wider access to early childhood education for

children in many Asian—Pacific countries (UNESCO, 20006),
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Attaining Universal Primary Education (UPE)

Many countries in the Asia—Pacific region have made a serious
attempt to universalise primary education by increasing the number
of students who enrol and complete primary school. Current statistics
indicate that the number of out-of-school students worldwide has
fallen dramatically between 1999 when it was estimated that 98
million children were out of school, and 2004 when the numbers fell
to 77 million (UNESCO, 2006). South and West Asia witnessed the
most dramatic change with the number of students not in school,
dropping from 31 million in 1999 to 16 million in 2004 (UNESCO,
2006). Most out-of-school children live in rural areas; reside in
households whose wealth is in the bottom fifth, and with mothers
with little formal schooling,

As noted above, it is critically important that education policy
makers know who does not attend school and understand why: key
factors include proximity to a primary school, poverty and mother s
education, In particular, one cannot expect children from desperately
poor rural families to attend a primary school located kilometres from
where they live and if their parents are illiterate, place little value on
education, and if the local school is of poor quality and what is taught
has little bearing on their immediate survival needs.

Table 1 presents net enrolment rates (NER) in primary education

since 1990, and the changes in these rates between 2001 and 2004,
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Table 1 1 Enrolment Rates in primary education: Asia-Pacific (EFA GOAL 2)

East Asia and the Pacific

Country NER 1990 | NER1998 | NER2001 | NER2004 | Change 2001-2004
Australia 99.20 96.02 96.0 0
Brunei 89.7

Cambodia 66.6 825 86.2 98.0 13.69
China 97.40 94.6

Korea

Fiji 99.60 99.4 99.8 90.0 -3.81
Indonesia 96.70 92.10 94.0 2.06
Japan 99.7 100 100 100 0
Lao 62.60 80.20 82.80 84.00 1.45
Macao 81.10 84.30 85.70 89.00 3.85
Malaysia 93.70 97.40 95.20 93.00 -2.31
Micrones

Myanmar 97.80 82,50 81.90 88.00 7.45
New Zealand 99.60 98.40 99.0 01
Papua 66.0 74.80 77.50

Philippines 96.50 93.00 94.00 1.08
North Korea 99.70 99.90 99.00 -.90
Samoa 95.60 94.20 94.90 90.00 -5.16
Singapore 96.40

Solomon Islands 83.20 80.00

Thailand 75.90 79.60 80.30

Timor

Tonga 91.80 91.70 99.90 93.00 -6,91
Vanuatu 70.60 89.80 93.20 94.00 .86
Viet Nam 90.50 96.70 94.00 93.00 -1.06
South and West Asia

Afghanistan 26.50

Bangladesh 71.20 90.30 80.60 94.00 8.55
Bhutan

India 82,30 90.00 9.36
Iran 92.30 81.40 80.50 89.00 2.89
Maldives 86.70 99.70 96.20 90.0 -6.44
Nepal 81.20 68.50 70.50 79.00 12.06
Pakistan 34,70 59.10 66.00 11.68
Sri Lanka 89.90 99.80 99.90 98.00 -1.90
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Participation in primary education has risen substantially (more
than 10% increase over 2001 enrolment rates) in at least three Asian
countries: Cambodia, Nepal and Pakistan, In Bangladesh, India and
Myanmar, NER improved by over 5%. In seven countries, the NER for
primary education is below 90%, raising concerns as to whether these
countries will be able to meet the goal of universal primary education
by 2015,

While it is possible that we will achieve universal primary education
(UPE) in most Asian—Pacific countries by 2015, it is unlikely that it will
be of the quality needed to ensure that all children are equipped with
the knowledge and skills needed to alleviate poverty, and to assure
peace and sustainable development, This failure can be partially
attributed to the problems faced by countries that are very poor
and/or in conflict, those characterized by sharp socio-cultural and
linguistic differences, and those with pronounced income
inequalities. It can also be partly attributed to the reluctance of
developed countries to meet the commitments made in world forums:
most fall well short of the 0.7% of GDP target for overseas aid, and
much of their aid serves political and economic agendas rather than
humanitarian ones, Moreover, in setting goals for basic education,
many countries do not give priority to the purposes set out in the
Universal Declaration, defining the outcomes to be achieved in
minimalist terms and giving only token acknowledgment to the

diversity of needs, languages and cultures in their unique
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developmental contexts.

Education and Sustainable Development

The Brundtland Commission* in 1987 defined sustainable
development as development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs, A critical subtext to this definition is the indispensability
of education for peace and sustainable development (locally,
nationally and globally) and in the empowerment of individuals,
particularly those living in poverty. It is clear that the greatest
concentrations of poverty coincide with the highest levels of
educational deprivation, both within and between countries,

In developing and developed nations, education is an integral
component of multi-sectoral strategies for poverty elimination at both
the individual and community level; and is critically important to the
stimulation of broader socio—political and economic growth
(UNESCO, 2004). Findings from studies conducted in the developed
world reveal the substantial influence of educational attainment on
income earnings (Altonji & Pierret, 2001; Lazear, 2003; Murnane et al.,

2000). Yet, in spite of such strong credible evidence, education’s

4 World commission on environment and development.
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contribution to poverty reduction and economic development
remains complex, For example, while Harber's (2002) comparative
study of education and poverty in Africa shows the differential
effects of education on promoting democracy and poverty reduction
on this continent; Henderson and Hulme's study of poverty
elimination in East Asia and Eastern Europe clearly demonstrates the
importance of institutional coherence, competent economic
governance, and strong government presence in the strategic
planning for economic development, on the effectiveness of poverty
reduction policies (Henderson & Hulme, 2002),

There is emerging recognition that mere quantification of
educational enrolments obscures issues of quality and equity,
particularly as this affects accessibility and the educational and
economic progress of sub-national groups. For example, in
Indonesia the percentage of 15 year—old students whose reading
literacy performance falls in the lowest proficiency bands is more
than 60%, Progress towards reducing gender disparities has been
slow in many South East Asian countries and even negative in some
central Asian countries (UNESCO, 2004). Numerous studies point to
the inaccessibility to a quality education faced by children living in
rural communities, as well as children with disabilities (Wils et al,,

2005; Filmer, 2001),
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Improving the Quality and Relevance of Primary Education

The 2005 Global Monitoring Report (UNESCO, 2004) focuses on the
quality of basic education, Apart from the characteristics of the
students themselves, classroom practices (such as classroom
management, student-teacher interaction), home and community
contexts, design and delivery of curriculum and instruction, school
and system polices and practices all play a role. The report suggests
that there are three underlying principles: 1) Relevance, 2) access and
equity and 3) individual rights (UNESCO, 2004). The exact meaning
and implication of these principles need to be worked out at the
country and community level, taking into account the realities of the
context in which children and school are operating.

It does seem that in developing countries at least, well-designed
resource policies can have strong impact on the outcomes of primary
education, For example, studies (UNESCO, 2004) undertaken in
Kenya and the Philippines, showed that school-meals led to a
significant increase in school attendance and reduction in drop—outs;
and the provision of school textbooks, teacher training and resource
materials led to increases in test scores. In India, young local women
were given a short training program and provided child—friendly
assistance to poorly performing children for two hours per day,
significantly improving their school performance.

For all communities, having a local school dedicated to serving its
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needs is extremely important for its well-being. For rural
communities, developing win-win partnerships is a matter of life or
death, Let me illustrate, Like most large countries, China has been
grappling with the problem of improving the quality of life in poor
and isolated areas. Its centralised educational policies and programs
tend to be out of touch with local needs, leading to high drop out
rates,

Jinlin, a remote province in Manchuria, is “turning the head of the
dragon.” With UNESCO's (1998) help, Jinlin launched an education
reform project to restructure primary schools so that they address the
needs of its rural communities, Designed by the province’s education
commission, the North East Normal University, UNESCO and
community representatives, the project involved reforming school
management to build effective school-community partnerships,
making curriculum, teaching and learning relevant, and linking
education with production, The project succeeded in developing a
working model of rural primary education that contributes to
development by integrating society, school and the family. There has
been a significant change in attitudes as schools have become a vital
part of the local community and economy,

Lessons stemming from this experience include: (1) reforms aimed
at strengthening school-community partnerships must be a win-win
for both school and community (2) understanding the internal

rhythms of life in schools and communities is important projects in
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designing and developing reforms (3) preserving a balanced and
integrated approach to reform is important? focusing only on a single
aspect (e.g. in—service teacher training) is unlikely to be effective (4)
continuity of leadership at all levels of the school and community in
needed if the reform is to be sustainable.

If education for development is have meaning, the question of who
controls education, who owns the school, is crucial. In many parts of
the world, indigenous peoples live in countries is controlled by a
dominant cultural group, one in which the schooling has been about
assimilation, and in the process destroyed key elements of indigenous
culture, and with that, the identity and dignity of indigenous peoples.
Today, there has been some recognition of the need for
reconciliation, Indigenous groups are now fighting for greater control
over the education of their children, a fundamental human right
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 26.3),

On the basis of their research on informal indigenous learning
styles, Harris (1990) worked with Aboriginal communities to develop
a model of “two-way schooling.” Parents and community leaders
insisted that they want their children to be successful in the “white
fella stuff” (the 3Rs) but to grow up Aboriginal, The community was
given greater control over the management of the school including
selection of teachers, curriculum, teaching materials and learning
activities, and the school contributed to building community

leadership, identity and self-worth, The basic lesson that comes out
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of the research on community engagement in indigenous
communities is that education authorities, schools and teachers need
to understand and respect the rights and world view of the
community, and support the community in its efforts to educate their
children for life in a bi—cultural world.,

The results of most research on the effectiveness of schools (Power,
2005; UNESCO, 2004) that serve disadvantaged communities are fairly
consistent with what we know about learning organizations and good
management, Effective schools do have effective instructional
leadership? good principals and senior staff focus on key curriculum
and instructional issues, know exactly what is going on in and outside
the classroom, provide the ‘tough caring needed by all students,
work hard at creating a sense of community and a shared vision,
Effective schools also seek to maximize learning time, expect their
students to learn, and provide the support needed for all to achieve,
Parents and the school community are well informed about what is
happening in the school and work closely in partnership with it to
facilitate education and vocational opportunities and experiences for
their children and youth. The research reaftirms the importance of the
protective function of caring and connectiveness in the lives of young
people, “particularly a sense of connectiveness to family and to
school.”

It is clear from the research (UNESCO, 2004) that education quality

has a significant bearing on individual earnings, poverty alleviation,
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the generation of human capital and national levels of productivity
and innovation, Education quality has been found to be consistently
and strongly related to various indicators of health statistics (Wils &
Zhao, 2006). For Cambodia, in particular, the effect of primary plus
secondary schooling on vital health statistics is quite pronounced, For
all four health indices reported (see Figure 1), the statistics are more
favourable for females with a secondary education than for those with
no schooling or with only primary education,

In the Asia—Pacific region, there is a strong association between
youth literacy and infant mortality rates. The average correlation is
slightly higher than 0.70, irrespective of whether the association is

with male or female literacy rates,
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Learning to live together in primary schools

Many governments have come to the view that the teaching of
democracy and one’s rights and responsibilities as citizens are
important for schools and their communities, The UK policy on
education for citizenship, for example, aims at no less than a change
in the political culture of the country: for students to learn to think of
themselves as active citizens, willing and able to have an influence in
public life, to critically weigh evidence, and to extend ‘radically to
young people the best in existing traditions of community
involvement and public service,” In essence, schools must give a
much higher priority to learning to live together, the central theme of
the Delors Report (UNESCO, 1996), and to building global as well as
local communities (Campbell, Baikaloff & Power, 2006), APCEIU has
a unique role to play in the UNESCO family in providing
opportunities for teachers and young community leaders in the Asia-
Pacific region to develop expertise in curriculum and program
development at the early childhood and primary level for aimed at
promoting learning to live together and peaceful ways of resolving
conflicts (at home, in the schools and local community),

Learning to live together requires that schools must provide
opportunities for successful joint ventures and exchanges with the
diversity of groups within its community, learning to resolve conflicts

within the community and the school peacefully, and establishing
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formal and informal ways of demonstrating that community service is
valued, In 2000, I helped organize the UNESCO-Disney-MacDonald’
s Global Children’s Summit to honour children from 90 countries
around the world at Disney World Florida who make outstanding
contributions to their local community, Let me tell two of the 2,000
stories,

Jesus Mahoroeo is a member of the ancient and nearly extinct
Xavantes tribe, deep in the heart of Brazil' s rainforest, Proud of his
heritage and concerned about the erosion of his tribe’s culture, he
wanted to do something to preserve his people’s story and teach
others about his tribe, His inspiration came when he was invited to
participate in an exchange program at a school in Sao Paulo, Here he
saw a computer for the first time, and quickly learned how to create a
CD-ROM. The school and university experts worked with Jesus and
his village to record his tribe’s history and unique language school,
Since then, his CD-ROM and efforts have helped build a new bridge
of understanding, acceptance and appreciation between his people
and the rest of the community,

Jozica Zuperanic is 12 and comes from Slovenia, Her school is a
UNESCO Island of Peace, Jozica and her fellow students convinced
their parents to take in Kosovo children refugees in 1999 and to care
for them at home, Both the school and its community actively are

participating in creating a more peaceful and more humane world,
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Achieving Gender Parity in Education

Available evidence suggests that in many countries, females have
lower levels of participation in formal education settings and poorer
academic outcomes than males, and that in some South Asian
countries, female participation and literacy rates continue to lag
behind those of males. Many scholars insist that reducing gender
inequalities in education experiences and outcomes is likely to result
in raising the average level of human capital thereby stimulating
economic growth, health and other indicators of the quality of life
(Klasen, 2002; Knowles, et al,, 2002) , Additionally, improving girls’
education has a favourable impact a number of social externalities,
particularly lower fertility and infant mortality rates (World Bank,
2001),

In 2004, gender equality in gross enrollment in primary education
was achieved in slightly more than half of Asian nations. In
Afghanistan, Cambodia, India, Lao, Macao, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua,
Thailand, Tonga and Viet Nam, girls are underrepresented in primary
schools when compared to boys, In spite of the persistent gender
inequalities, the trend in the region has been towards greater parity in
primary education, The average Gender Parity Index (GPI) in primary
education among the Asian countries has steadily risen since 1998
from 0,95 to 0.97 in 2004, and for secondary education from 0.92 to

0.97. Among countries with low GPIs in primary education, the
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difference in enrollment between the sexes increases at the secondary
level, The marginal presence of females in secondary education in
countries like Afghanstan and Cambodia can be attributed to a
number of factors to include; cultural norms, income constraints, and
the precarious status of adolescent girls (Mahmud, 2003). In some
countries in the region, social policies have been implemented to
increase the enrollment of girls in secondary education. For example,
Bangladesh has established a national Female Secondary School
Stipend Program that provides monetary incentives for girls to attend
secondary schools. This has resulted in an appreciable increase in

female enrollment in this level of schooling,

Expanding Quality Education for All

Improving access to education while important, is not in and of
itself a sufficient or adequate measure of the efficacy of education
systems in alleviating poverty or promoting a culture of peace and
non-violence. A key marker is the extent to which these systems are
able to offer students sustained quality educational experiences,
Indeed, there have been increased concerns expressed regarding the
rapid expansion of access at the expense of promoting and
safeguarding quality (UNESCO, 2004),

In this section, I will examine the extent to which progress is being
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made on five indicators that are accepted internationally as
emblematic of quality systems, Three of these are input markers:
Pupil-teacher ratios, percent of trained teachers and the percent of
female teachers; the fourth and fifth are regarded as output indicators
of efficacy; the number of formal years of schooling that a student can

expect to attain and the survival rate,

Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR)

Proponents of small class size argue that smaller classes provide
teachers with the opportunity to cover content in greater depth,
minimizes the depersonalization that is typical of larger classes,
reduces the number of disciplinary problems and encourages student
engagement (Hertling et al., 2000; Thompson and Cunningham,
2001). Opponents suggest that the benefits of small classes do not
compensate for the costs associated with class size reduction policies
(Hanushek, 1999). Not-with-standing the polemical arguments that
have been raised, small classes provide teachers with the opportunity
to teach and students with the opportunity to learn. The PTR is an
internationally comparable indicator that allows one to determine the
degree to which across countries both students and teachers have
opportunity structures that facilitate teaching and learning. Data for

the region are presented in Table 2,
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Table 2 | Average Primary School Pupil-Teacher Ratios in Asia-Pacific Region

Country Per-Pupil Ratio Per-Pupil Ratio Per-Pupil Ratio Per-Pupil Ratio
in 1990 in 1998 in 2000 in 2004
Brunei 14.00 14.00 13.00
Cambodia 33.00 48.00 56.00 55.00
China 22,00 19.00 20.00 21.00
Fiji 34,00 23,00 28.00 28,00
Indonesia 23.00 21.00 20.00
Japan 21.00 21.00 20.00 19.00
Lao 27.00 31.00 28.00 31.00
Macao 31.00 28.00 24.00
Malaysia 20.00 22,00 20.00 18.00
Myanmar 48.00 31.00 33.00 31.00
New Zealand 18.00 18.00 16.00
Papua 32.00 36.00 36.00 35.00
Philippines 33.00 35.00 35.00 35.00
North Korea 36.00 32.00
Samoa 24.00 25.00 25.00 25.00
Thailand 22,00 21,00 19.00 21.00
Timor 51.00 51.00
Tonga 24.00 22,00 21.00 20.00
Vanuatu 27.00 22.00 29.00 20.00
Viet Nam 35.00 30.00 26,00 23.00
South and West Asia Nations
Afghanistan 41.00 32.00 43.00 65.00
Bangladesh 63.00 57.00 55.00 55.00
Bhutan 38.00 40.00 38.00
India 47.00 40.00 40.00 40.00
Iran 31.00 27.00 24,00 20.00
Maldives 26.00 23.00 18.00
Nepal 39.00 41.00 40.00 40,00
Pakistan 44.00 37.00
Sri Lanka 29.00 22.00
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School Life Expectancy and Primary School Survival Rate

Changes in both the survival rate and the number of years of formal
schooling an individual can expect to attain are further indicators of
the extent to which national education systems are improving in their
qualities, The survival rate in primary education measures the percent
of a given cohort of grade 1 students who are likely to reach grade 5,
irrespective of grade repetition. School life expectancy, is an indicator
of the cumulative number of years of formal education (inclusive of
primary, secondary and tertiary) that an individual is likely to obtain,
It should be noted that grade repetition can result in an artificial
inflation of school life expectancy rates,

For females living in South and West Asia, the number of years of
schooling that they can expect to achieve is lower than that of other
developing countries (8.8 years). In countries such as Afghanistan
and Pakistan, the school life expectancy for females is five years or
less. There are, however, countries in that sub—region, which have
witnessed an increase in the number of years of formal schooling for
females. For example, in India, between 2001 and 2004, there was an
improvement of almost one and a half years in the number of years of
formal education that girls were likely to receive (7.9 in 2001; 9.4 in
2004).

What factors are associated with the likelihood that a student in

grade 1 will reach grade 5? Walker (2006) reports that factors that
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significantly influence survival rates in the Asia—Pacific and Latin
American regions include the pupil-teacher ratios and public
expenditure on primary education, Countries with low pupil teacher
ratios have a higher percentage of grade 1 students reaching grade 5
(r=.47) than nations with high pupil teacher ratios, Similarly, countries
with a larger expenditure on primary education are more likely to
have a greater proportion of grade 1 students surviving to grade 5,
than countries with lower expenditures,

Table 3 shows the correlations representing the association
between male and female school life expectancy rates and key
educational inputs in the Walker (2006) study, Expenditure on
education has a strong influence on the number of formal years of
schooling that both males and females can expect to obtain. Similarly,
the teacher pupil ratio is correlated with the number of years of
formal schooling both groups are likely to obtain, For females
however, smaller classes are likely to make a stronger difference in
how far they progress in the education system(r =—.62), than they do
for male (r ==.50). The school life expectancy for females is also more
sensitively related to the other educational inputs than for males, In
particular, girls’education appears to be associated with factors
related to teacher quality. For example, the strength of the
relationship between school life expectancy for females and percent
trained teachers and percent female teachers was .50 and .55

respectively, This implies that countries with higher numbers of
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Table 3 | Correlation between School Life Expectancy Rates and Educational Inputs

, | Percent Trained | Percent Female Public Qurrent
Per Pupil Ratio Teachers Teachers Expenditure on
(2004) (2004) (2004) Primary Education
(2004)
School Life Expectancy
) —.495** .346 .290 779
for Males in 2004
School Life Expectancy
R -.616%* .501* 551 781
for Females in 2004

Note: ** p <.000; *p <.01

trained teachers and female teachers are likely to see female students
reaching higher levels of education than countries with lower
numbers,

It has been observed that girls and women in many of the poorer
parts of the world are locked into a cycle of poverty and early
marriages, with illiterate mothers bring up illiterate daughters who are
married off early into yet another cycle of poverty, illiteracy, high
fertility and early mortality. Breaking this cycle requires more than
educational interventions: comprehensive development that
transforms the basic conditions of rural (and slum) community life is
needed. Education (formal and non-formal) needs to be part of this
transformation, but providing other basic infrastructure elements
(water wells, fuel supply, health clinics, roads etc,) are necessary, not
to speak of micro—credit, improved employment and income—earning

opportunities (UNESCO, 1995).
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Conclusions

National governments have a legal and moral responsibility to
provide their citizens with educational opportunities that ensure their
full incorporation into the political, social and economic lives of their
respective countries, States have the twin-responsibilities to (1)
position their educational systems in ways that foster equal access to
quality educational experiences for all children irrespective of their
gender, social, economic, linguistic and cultural backgrounds; and (2)
engage in ongoing policymaking that reaffirms their commitment to
education as a fundamental basic right. That right requires that the
education provided empowers individuals and communities and
contributes not only to improving productivity, but ensures
development is sustainable and inclusive,

UNESCO assessments of progress achieved towards UPE in the
Asia—pacific region reveal a number of broad findings. First, there are
profound differences between and within developing regions.
Second, in spite of progress, significant numbers of children in both
regions lack access to quality educational experiences. Third, gender
disparities continue to persist, although there are regional and intra-
regional variations in the nature of these discrepancies, Fourth,
educational inputs matter, The unevenness in educational progress
evident in some states, and the link between education and other

social and health indices are suggestive that policies must address: (1)
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An expansive notion of inclusiveness both in terms of populations
reached and programmatic structures; (2) undergird education
policymaking with an understanding of the distinct needs of sub—
national groups (e.g. indigenous groups, “untouchables”); (3) invest
more heavily in education inputs that matter (4) strengthen the
institutional capacity of national education systems in order to make
them more responsive to the school-aged populations that they
serve; 5) encourage a multi-sectoral approach to addressing
educational and poverty issues; and 6) investigate ways of leveraging
resources (both domestically and internationally) to support quality
UPE.

To this day, ignorance and indoctrination remain root causes of
poverty and conflict. In an era of globalisation, education for
international understanding is a critically important component not
only in the struggle against poverty, but the struggle to keep human
rights, the peaceful resolution of conflicts and environmental
sustainability on national and international political agendas. Indeed
it has become considerably more difficult, yet more urgent, Since
September 11, “national interest” and the use of force to resolve
conflicts have tended to dominate the thinking and action of the most
powerful countries,

For UNESCO and APCEIU the need to ensure that “learning to live
together” (UNESCO, 1996) is a fundamental pillar of education

throughout life, a key component of fostering respect for the human
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rights ane international understanding.

Looking at the research on UPE and its role in poverty alleviation
and promoting understanding of the other, there is much to be done,
APCEIU can play a valuable role in our region in fostering analyses of
the research and best practice in particular contexts where access to,
and quality of primary education is problematic. The developing of
training programs and packages for project directors, teachers and
volunteers working in such contexts on the basis of such analyses
would be of considerable benefit, for we must move away from the
“one size fits all” position, and generate a greater sensitivity to the
needs and aspirations of those living in poverty and conflict
situations, Moreover, part of the problem is the ignorance and
indifference of the majority of those of us who live in affluent
countries, We and our children need to learn about the realities of
those living in the poverty, We need to understand the poverty—
conflict trap. We must develop the knowledge and skills needed to
be able to contribute to finding real solutions, and the values and
commitments to take affirmative action, In short, APCEIU can
contribute to improving primary schooling in developed countries by
promoting international understanding as a key component of quality

education,
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