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Abstract

Promoting of a Culture of Peace in South-East Asia

through Shared Histories

Kim, Kwang—Hyun
(UNESCO-APCEIU)

Education for International Understanding(EIU) is UNESCO’s major
business to solve the problems that international community faces through
education. EIU’s ultimate goal is to overcome conflicts in culture, religion
and race to create the world to live together and cultivate the global
citizens.

Meanwhile, UNESCO has been publishing history textbooks for
reconciliation such as German-French history textbooks, German-Polish
history textbooks, History of Civilizations of Central Asia and General
History of Africa. In 1991, twelve EU Member States’ leading historians
participated in publishing the common European history textbook which
contributed to establish such strong regional community in the world
nowadays.

Starting in 2015, ten Southeast Asian countries are planning to initiate
the ‘ASEAN Economic Community’(AEC). Since strengthening the social
and cultural ties between the countries must be emphasized as well as the

economic bond, ‘Excavating the Shared History of Southeast Asia’ is very



important for them as of now.

Until now, the regional history rather triggered traditional nationalism
and hostility towards another country. However, this paper provides a
venue to decrease the regional conflicts and reconcile through excavating
the shared history, which could be the key to solve the local conflicts and
disputes.

Finally, this paper deals with a healthy view of the history which allows
us to look at the Southeast Asian history objectively and then proposes the
framework to develop the shared history of Southeast Asia looking at the
Europe’s experience. Developing a culture of peace through history is a
difficult project for just each government or civil society to handle. In this
regard, if such prestigious international organization as UNESCO leads its
way, it will contribute greatly to develop a social and cultural consensus of

ASEAN community in 2015.

Koy wards : Shared History of Southeast Asia, Pace Eduaation, Cultural Diversiy,

Philoscphy o Histary, Glaa! Gtizenship Education
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