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Abstract

Understanding of inter- relationship of South Korea,

Japan and China through rice culture lessons

Cha, Bo Eun
(Oksu Elementary School, Seoul)

The purpose of this study is to explore intercultural education through ‘rice’,
which is the most widely consumed common staple food in Asian countries, and
how it plays a role in elementary school students' development of understanding
interrelationships between Korea, Japan and China using action research. For the
study, first, rice culture lessons are developed based on intercultural competence.
Second, students' perception towards Japan and China is analyzed before and
during the program. Findings showed that students developed an increased
interest not only in the rice culture of Japan and China but also in the food
culture of both countries. Also, unfavorable perception towards Japan and China
was due to students' lack of understanding and unfamiliarity. The result of the
analysis showed that the intercultural program developed inter-relation and
inter-connection between the students. In conclusion, students developed mutual

understanding and inter-connection through learning about rice culture.

Key words : Intercultural understanding, Rice culture lessons, East Asia culture, Cultural

diversity, Global citizenship education
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