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Abstract

Is it possible for the solidarity towards integrated education
of parents to cave in the divided wall of Northem Ireland?
- Centered on the narratives of parents involved in
integrated education movement of Northemn Ireland

Kang, Soon—Won
(Hanshin University)

This paper is focused on the narrative result of the integrated education movement of
parents-led towards the peace building of Northern Ireland. It is the story analysis of the
7 founding parents who are still involved in BoG at each school, asking the motivation
of their engagement, the characteristic of local community and the orientation of each
integrated school. The NI integrated education movement concludes as such. Firstly, it is
characterized as the peace education beyond the sectarian division being driven by
ordinary parents in the community, because most of NI school system used to legalize
and reinforce the existing divided system of religion in the society. Secondly, the NI
integrated education, seen as middle class-driven educational agenda, was set up as one
of national educational sectors in which the whole school running cost should be covered
by the national finance and thus was open free to the all children. Thirdly, there are
many parents who have become lifelong learners themselves, transforming their
communities more peacefully and tolerantly on the way to school creation. As a
consequence the role of parents of integrated education movement is to be evaluated as
a meaningful contribution of peace process in the divided NI society by becoming
lifelong learners for transforming the society. It seemed that they achieved the general
goal of lifelong learning for peace and mutual understanding in the community.

Key words : integrated education in Norther Ireland, Parents-led educational movement, peace
education in the divided society
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