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With the adoption of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) as a global development agenda at the
UN Summit in 2015, the global community is putting
efforts together to achieve this common goal.

Education is essential for the achievement of the
SDGs and has its own dedicated Goal 4, “ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong
learning for all,” which proposes the education
targets in a comprehensive range of education
including scope for opportunity, quality and contents
of education that both developed and developing
countries should together promote. Education
targets include the Target 4.7 that urge the global
community to commonly promote the content of
education for sustainable development such as
human rights, peace, sustainable development, and
global citizenship, which can be referred to a Global
Citizenship Education (GCED). This acknowledges
that education is both target for SDGs and
indispensable base for the achievement of SDGs.

Despite the important role of GCED in the SDGs
era, there are various realistic issues related to
country contexts. Country specificity as well as social
and cultural context can diversify definition, direction
and contents of GCED that there are concerns on the
possible confusion this global education agenda may
cause in the education fields.

In this context, Korean Society of Education for
International Understanding and BK21 Plus Global
Citizen Education Professional Training Center of
Chungnam National University is organizing an
international conference to explore GCDE in Asia. The
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conference will provide a venue for active discussion
and sharing on the direction, practical issues, and
solutions for academia, teachers, policy makers and
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Education and Research
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* GCED in SDG era : Ideals and Realities
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