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Abstract

A Study of Teaching the East Asia Community Initiative:
Transcultural Learning through Joseon Tongsinsa

as Transnational place of memory

Cha, Boeun

(Researcher, The Institute for Educational Research, Yonsei University)

Is the East Asian Community feasible? Countries in East Asia are
experiencing multiple conflicts in a multi-layered and complex way, and it
seems that the relationship is getting worse. However, it is necessary to
overcome the exclusivity and move toward an inclusive and receptive
direction in order to face the interdependence caused by globalization. To
this end, I explored educational method to cross the boundaries and form
multiple and complex identities. Joseon Tongsinsa, symbolize the history of
peace and exchange in the East Asian region, especially between Korea and
Japan. I did an action research in education centering on the place of
memory of the Joseon Tongsinsa. Transculture, which focuses on crossing
the border of a nation-state and connection, becomes a method of cultural
learning to form an East Asian community. First, I developed a lesson plan
by collecting various narratives and personal memories in Ushimado, one of
the port destinations of Joseon Tongsinsa. And repeated to

plan-action-reflect-replan the lesson in elementary schools in Korea and
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Japan. In the first practice, I planned a lesson that survey beyond the
single narrative centered on the nation and looked at Joseon Tongsinsa
from various perspectives, but some students still showed a strong feeling
of ‘the nation’. Therefore, in the second practice, I tried a class in which
student could loosen the connection between ‘Nation’ and ‘Culture’
through ‘Karako-Odori’. In this lesson, students experienced a little
‘confusing’ in the perception of the nation=culture, and had a chance to
rethink what culture is. It is difficult to loosen the borders and boundaries
in a short time, but the East Asian Community will become an imaginable

future if an open identity is formed through experiences across cultures.

Key words : East Asia Community, Transcultural Learning, Place of memory of

Joseon Tongsinsan, Place and Identity. Action Research
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