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Abstract

A Critical Review of Unification Education

for the Reconstruction into Peace Education

Oh, Duk Lyoul
(Researcher, Yonsei University Institute for Education Research)
Kang, Soon-Won

(Professor, Hanshin University)

The inter-Korean unification and the peace-building on the Korean
Peninsula have involved the complicated dynamic relationship. In retrospect
of the post-liberation historical process, ‘peace’ and ‘unification’ are also
educational categories that should be continuously discussed together in the
historical task of overcoming the division of the Korean Peninsula. Based
on the critically codifying and analyzing the related documents, this study
examines the development of peace education in Korea and the history of
unification education as part of educational efforts for the purpose of
peace-building on the Korean Peninsula. Thus, we suggest the future
directions: firstly, unification education as a peace education should be set
as a top priority to create a culture of peace on the Korean Peninsula, and
the cultivation of peace-oriented citizenship should be converted to
educational goals. Secondly, beyond moral or ethical education, it should

aim to promote the positive peace on the ground of global justice through

64 =IO ST 16(1)



critical thinking in the context for overcoming the division of Korean
Peninsula. Thirdly, the philosophy of peace education based on the
UNESCO principles of “tolerance” and “diversity” should be secured in

unification education.

Key words : wunification education in the Korean Peninsula, peace education, critical

thinking, peace-oriented citizenship
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