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Abstract

The Impact of Foreign Aid on Korean Education:

The Case of Chungnam National University

Park, Hwanbo

(Professor, Dept. of Education, Chungnam National University)

This study aims to understand the role of foreign educational aid in
shaping Korean education after liberation. Through a case analysis of one of
the foreign educational aid projects in the 1970s and 1980s, the Chungnam
National University-GTZ cooperation project, this study analyzes how
German educational aid specifically changed the curriculum for teacher
training in the engineering industry in Korea. To do so, we analyzed
project-related materials in the possession of the project director at
Chungnam National University, as well as papers written by German
experts and Korean professors who participated in the project, newspaper
articles from the time, and government documents. According to the
analysis, the Chungnam National University-German GTZ project did not
have much impact on the improvement of the curriculum for engineering
faculty training other than the technical aspects of utilizing the equipment
and facilities. Research and laboratory training, which were emphasized
during the project, were also limited to the period of the project, and

German-style curricula such as field trips and research projects were not
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adopted. This suggests that the impact of foreign educational aid was
limited in the 1970s and 1980s compared to the 1950s and 1960s, as

institutionalized education was already in place to some extent.

Key words : Education Aid, Technical Education, Germany, Vocational Education,

International Understanding
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